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REMARKS 

Claims 1-39 are pending in this application. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S-G 
§ 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0122550 
("Klimko"). Claims l f 6, 7, 14, 17, 18, 21 3 26 and 27 have been cancelled. Claims 34-39 have 
been added. Claims 2, 4, 5. 8-11, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22-25, 28, 29, 30, and 31 have been amended. 
No new matter has been added Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections and requests 
reconsideration in view of the amendments and the following remarks. 

§ 102 Rejections 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-33 under 35 U.S.C § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Klimko. 

Claims 1-lQand 34-35 

Claim 1 has been canceled and replaced by new claim 34. Claim 6 has been cancelled 
and replaced by new claim 35. Claims 2-5 and 8-10 originally depended from claim 1, and have 
been amended to depend from new claim 34. Claim 35 depends from claim 34. Claim 34 recites 
a method to represent a weld bead in a computer environment. The method includes the steps of 
selecting one or more edges of one or more components of an article of manufacture to be 
welded; generating a data representation of a wire body for each of the one or more selected 
edges; and generating a data representation of a final wire body based on the one or more data 
representations of a wire body for each of the one or more selected edges. 

Klimko describes a computer system for automatically determining a series of steps to be 
performed in a welding operation for a specified weld fiffl 5-6). To accomplish this, Klimko 
provides a computer system with a database that includes information about parts to be welded 
together, weld processes, weld types, and welding operators fl| 32). A graphical user interface 
allows a user to establish a set of weld parameters as a function of a desired weld and the weld 
information stored in a database fl[ 35). 

The Examiner indicates that Klimko teaches a computer program for modeling and 
generating weld and weld data sets from sets of wire bodies . In support of this assertion, the 
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Examiner points to paragraph 63. Applicant respectfully submits that Klimko does not disclose 
generating a data representation of a wire body for one or more selected edges of one or more 
components to be welded, as required by claim 34, Klimko discloses providing a processing unit 
that includes images of parts to be welded (H 41). The image is not a wire body nor a data 
representation of a wire body. Klimko does not disclose or suggest generating data 
representations of wire bodies of edges of components as required by claim 34. Nor does 
Klimko disclose generating a data representation of a final wire body based on the one or more 
data representations of a wire body for each of the one or more selected edges as required by 
claim 34. Paragraph 63, cited by the Examiner, does not refer to data representations of wire 
bodies, but rather to a particular type of wire solder used in welding. Klimko states, . .the weld 
process could include a solid wire weld process using a 1.3mm diameter wire with and Argon 
shielding gas mix. . flj 63). Klimko is not referring to a data representation of wire body, but 
rather, refers to wire solder used in welding. 

Applicant respectfully submits that claim 34 is allowable over Klimko. Since claims 2-5, 
8-10 and 35 depend, either directly or indirectly from claim 34, Applicant submits that these 
claims are allowable for at least the same reasons set forth above. 

Claim 1 1 recites a method of operation in a computing environment The method 
includes the step of selecting within the computing environment, an edge of a weld bead. The 
weld bead has a representation formed based on one or more data representations of one or more 
edges or one or more components of an article of manufacture to be welded using the weld bead . 
at the one or more edges. The method farther includes retrieving from a source within the 
computing environment, one or more identifications identifying both the one or more edges of 
the one or more components. Additionally, the method includes forming within the computing 
environment, a name attribute based at least in part on the retrieved one or more identifications 
and assigning within the computing environment, the name attribute to the selected edge of the 
weld bead. 
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The Examiner indicated generally that the limitations of claim 1 1 are disclosed by 
Klimko. Applicant respectfully disagrees. Applicant notes that Klimko does not disclose or 
suggest selecting an edge of a weld bead as required by claim 1 1 . Rather, Klimko discloses 
selecting an area to be welded flf 38, Fig. 8) presumably by highlighting an image of a first and a 
second part flj 41, Fig. 8), or drawing a line on a graphical representation of a part (Fig. 9, % 48), 
then associating the weld with a set of weld parameters that are input into a database flf 50). 
Klimko does not disclose or suggest selecting an edge of a weld bead as required by claim 11. 

Moreover, Applicant submits that Klimko does not disclose or suggest forming a name 
attribute based on the retrieval one or more identifications or assigning the name attribute to the 
- selected edge of the weld bead as required by claim 1 1 - Klimko may disclose graphically 
selecting a desired weld, and based on the selection, providing a system that determines 
information related to the two parts to be welded (H 49). However, Klimko does not disclose or 
suggest either forming a naming attribute based on a retrieval of information about the two parts 
or assigning the name attribute to a selected edge of a weld bead. Accordingly, Applicant 
respectfully submits that Claim 11 is allowable over Klimko. 

Claims 12-13 depend either directly or indirectly from claim 1 1, and are therefore 
allowable for at least the reasons set forth above. 

Claims 14-20 and 36 and 37 

Claim 14 has been cancelled and replaced by new claim 36. Claim 17 has been cancelled 
and replaced by new claim 37. Claims 15-16 and 19-20 originally depended from claim 14, and 
have been amended to depend from claim 36. Claim 37 depends from claim 36. 

Claim 36 recites a machine readable article. The machine readable article includes a 
machine readable storage medium; and a plurality of machine executable instructions stored in 
the machine readable storage medium. The instructions are designed to enable an apparatus to 
select one or more edges of one or more components of an article of manufacture to be welded; 
generate a data representation of a wire body for each of the one or more selected edges; and 
generate a data representation of a final wire body based on the data representations of a wire 
body for each of the one or more selected edges. 
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The Examiner indicated that the original claim 14, which has been replaced by claim36, 
is anticipated by Klimko. Applicant respectfully disagrees. For the reasons set forth above^ifli 
respect to claim 34, Applicant submits that Klimko does not disclose or suggest generating adata 
representation of a wire body for each* of the one or more selected edges; or generating a data 
representation of a final wire body based on the data representations of a wire body for each of 
the one or more selected edges, as required by claim 36, Accordingly, Applicant submits that 
claim 36 is allowable over Klimko. Claims 15-16, 19-20 and 37 depend, either directly or 
indirectly fiom claim 36, and are therefore allowable for at least the reasons set forth above. 

Claims 21-30 and 38-39, 

Claim 2 1 has been cancelled and replaced with new claim 38. Claim 26 has been 
cancelled and replaced with new claim 39. Claims 22-25 and 28-30 originally depended from 
claim 21, and have been amended to depend from claim 38. Claim 39 depends from claim 38. 

Claim 38 recites an apparatus including a storage medium having stored therein a 
plurality of instructions. The instructions are designed to enable the apparatus to select one or 
more edges of one or more components of an article of manufacture to be welded; generate a 
data representation of a wire body for each of the one or more selected edges; and generate adata 
representation of a final wire body based on the data representations of a wire body for each of 
the one or more selected edges. The apparatus also includes a processor coupled to the storage 
medium to execute the instructions. 

The Examiner indicated that the original claim 21 was anticipated by Klimko. Applicant 
respectfully disagrees. For the reasons set forth above with respect to claim 34, Applicant 
submits that Klimko does not disclose or suggest generating a data representation of a wire body 
for each of the one or more selected edges; or generating a data representation of a final wire 
body based on the data representations of a wire body for each of the one or more selected edges, 
as required by claim 38. Accordingly, Applicant submits that claim 38 is allowable over 
Klimko. Claims 22-25, 28-30 and 39 depend, either directly or indirectly, from claim 38, and are 
therefore allowable for at least the reasons set forth above. 
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Claims 31-33. 

Claim 3 1 as amended recites an apparatus. The apparatus includes a storage medium 
having stored therein a plurality of instructions. The plurality of instructions are designed to 
enable the apparatus to select within the apparatus an edge of a weld bead which data 
representation is formed based on one or more data representations of one or more edges of one 
or more components of an article of manufacture to be welded using the weld bead at the one or 
more edges when manufacturing the article, retrieve from a source within the apparatus, one or 
more identifications identifying both the one or more edges of the one or more components and 
the one or more components, form a name attribute wi thin the apparatus, based at least in part on 
the retrieved one or more identifications, and assign within the apparatus, the name attribute to 
the selected edge of the weld bead The apparatus also includes one or more processors coupled 
to the storage medium to execute the instructions. 

The Examiner indicated generally that the limitations of claim 31 are disclosed by 
Klimko. Applicant respectfully disagrees, for the reasons set forth above with respect to claim 
11. Specifically, Applicant submits that Klimko does not disclose or suggest selection of an 
edge of a weld bead, as required by claim 31 . Moreover, Klimko does not disclose or suggest 
either forming a naming ; attribute based on a retrieval of information about the on or more . 
components or assigning the name attribute to a selected edge of a weld bead. Accordingly, 
Applicant submits that claim 3 1 is allowable over Klimko. Claims 32-33 depend, either directly 
or indirectly from claim 33, and are therefore allowable for at least the reasons claim 31 is 
allowable. 

■ 

Applicant does not believe any fee is due. Please apply any charges or credits to deposit 
account 06-1050. 
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